
PICK WHERE YOU GO
A Reflection on the Power of Persistence
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Getting what you want in an 
instant world  B Y   K I R I  C L A R K

The boys were similar, but the natural ability of the younger far exceeded the older. 
From picking out tunes on a piano at the age of three, it was clear he could hear 
music in a way that I couldn’t. But it was the less gifted son who came to ask for 
music lessons. I want to learn guitar. His words fell on doubtful ears, but those 
thoughts remained internal as he was set up with tutor and began to chase his 
dream. 

It was a life-lesson in the utter power of persistence.  Every day without fail for seven 
years as he grew from boy to man, he practiced his guitar for a minimum of twenty 
minutes a day.  I still know every note of “When September Ends” which took a lot 
longer than a month for him to learn.  What his brother had the potential to master in 
minutes took hours or weeks – but he didn’t look at the comparison, at the work or at 
the challenge.  He looked at the goal and said "That’s what I want to be and do." 



There are three elements to achieving your goals.  Clarity in what you want to 
achieve, desire to get there, and commitment to taking the steps required 
every day.  The story of the turtle and the rabbit having a race is one which we 
are all familiar with: though we would all prefer to be a racing rabbit above a 
plodding turtle, we are aware that persistence will win the day.  How then, do 
we make persistence a part of our everyday?   

Identify your goal.  Know what you want to achieve, where the finish line is and 
the course that will take you there.  Without this clarity, you can end up racing 
crazily around a course which you’re not quite sure of, and land up putting a 
whole lot of effort into something which you didn’t really want anyway. 

Each man should frame life so that at some future hour fact and his dreaming meet.   - Victor Hugo 

In his teens, this young man played as part of a national concert attended by hundreds 
of thousands of people, three years in a row.  He went on to be a part of bands in 
various parts of the country.  He is currently in the process of writing and producing 
his own album.  While his music has entertained many, it is his life story; that of utter 
commitment to the small, consistent daily actions which made his goals a reality, which 
inspires me.   

I’ve chosen to focus on music, but I watched the same young man fill countless 
notebooks with words as a boy, go on to complete a degree, chase and hold down a 
part-time job in his field and doggedly pursue his goal to be a journalist, before landing 
his current role working for a national publication.   

Whether in business, or in your personal life, knowing where you want to go sets you 
up for success.  Get the clarity, and take the steps that make it happen. Persistence - 
small actions every day - is the key.   Pursue your goals and make them your reality. 
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Stay hungry.  Keep your eyes on that goal, and don’t get stuck in the challenges 
of the world around you.  The ultimate goal will give vision, purpose and passion 
to your daily practices.  Put a visual reminder of it where you see it regularly; put 
yourself into that picture with as much sensory participation as you can manage: 
taste, see, smell, hear and feel what it is to BE at the goal, and use the power of 
your mind and belief to power your steps toward it. 
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Take action.  Little and often has so much power – the action you take EVERY 
DAY will be the one which takes you to your goal.  What is moving you on and 
what is keeping you back?  Recreate your habits and persistently work towards 
the goal.  Small and consistent actions whether taken in pursuit of pleasure or 
work, will take you to the places that you only dream of.  


